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Course Syllabus 
 

Course Piano Technique (Piano 1) 

Class Times Mon, Weds & Fri 9:00-9:55AM (2nd Period) 

Mon, Weds & Fri 1:25-2:20PM (5th Period) 

Tues & Thurs 2:25-3:40PM (6th Period) 

Location Studio 305 

Instructor Professor Marcus Coleman 

Email marcuscoleman@icpa-ca.org 

 
Course Description 

Piano Technique is a level 1 course for beginning piano students with no prior experience. Students 

completing this course will learn note reading in treble and bass clef, understanding basic theory 

and its application at the keyboard, development of good practice habits, playing with a steady 

rhythm, good piano technique and posture. 

 

Objectives  

Material introduced during this course includes:  

 Orientation to the grand staff  

 Music notation symbols  

 Key signatures  

 Time signatures  

 Major, Harmonic Minor, and Melodic Minor Scales (one and two octaves)  

 Proper posture and hand position at the piano  

 Playing simple pieces  

 

Students are expected to work towards mastery of the material introduced in class during allotted 

practice time in class as well as outside of class if possible/necessary.  

 

Textbook 

 ICPA will provide textbooks and piano music in the music student portal section of the  

ICPA website. 

 

Student Assessment and Evaluation  

Students will receive both class and individual instruction, and will be given opportunities to 

practice individually during class.  

 

Grades will be calculated based on the following criteria:  

 35% piano practice log 

 20% class participation 

 20% piano class preparedness 

 20% Recital(s)  

 5% musical performance attendance  

 

 20% of each student’s grade will be based on piano class preparedness. Everyday 

students are required to have: 

o Headphones 

o Neat piano music 

o And be on time to class 

 

****Any student that doesn’t have the above list items will be given a “0” for the day. 

 

 20% of each student’s grade will be based on the student’s participation in the activities 

presented in class (including pattern instruction) as well as whether the student uses 

practice time allotted in class for reinforcement of the skills presented (practicing). 
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 20% of each student’s grade will be based on mastery of the skills assigned in class. Skill 

development will be evaluated in regular lessons and skills quizzes in which the student will 

demonstrate his/her mastery of what has been assigned by performance, including simple 

demonstration and/or in recital in class.  

 

 5% of each student’s grade will be earned by attendance at a single (1) musical 

performance. 

o To earn credit for this 5%, a student must attend a musical performance 

and turn in a copy of the program.  

 

Expectations  

1. Since proper hand position is necessary to be successful in acquiring piano performance 

skills, and this hand position requires the fingertips to make contact with the keyboard, 

students must keep their fingernails short enough so that they do not extend beyond the 

tip of the finger. 

 

2. Students who spend practice time talking or distracting others will receive a lower 

participation grade. A student’s excused absences from class will not detract from his/her 

participation grade; however, unexcused absences will detract from the participation 

grade. It is a student’s responsibility to turn in excuses for classes missed. 

 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to find out about work covered in class/assigned for 

practice that is missed when absent, and to make arrangements to make up missed work 

(including quizzes) within a week of the class missed. Allowances will be made for 

extenuating circumstances, but in most cases work not made up within a week of an 

absence will receive zero credit.  

 

4. Students must bring a 3 Ring Binder with Sheet Protectors to class everyday 

 

Course Outline 

1. Music Theory as it relates to the piano 

a. Playing notes on the Grand Staff - Treble and Bass Clef  

b. Playing notes on ledger lines above and below Grand Staff  

c. Playing Note and Rest Values up to sixteenth notes and rests  

d. Identifying simple time signatures  

e. Identifying Common and Cut time  

f. Identifying musical symbols  

g. Identifying dynamic markings  

h. Interpreting music terminology  

i. Identifying whole and half steps, enharmonics, and chromatics  

j. constructing major scales C, F, G, D, B Flat  

k. Identifying key signatures  

l. Interpreting triplets  

m. Identifying melody, harmony and accompaniment  

2. Artistic Performances  

a. Explore correct sitting posture for piano playing  

b. Utilize proper finger techniques  

c. Perform a song at appropriate individual level  

d. Sight read music at appropriate level  

e. Perform songs in C position and middle C position  

f. Perform songs in G position 

g. Perform songs using sustaining pedal  

h. Play all 12 major scales with correct fingering  

i. Play all 12 minor scales with correct fingering 

j. Playing simple pieces with correct fingering  

 

***Additional performances will given throughout the school year. 
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Note: The proficient level of achievement for students in grades nine through twelve can be attained at 

the end of one year of high school study within the discipline of music after the student has attained the 

level of achievement in music required of all students in grade eight. 

 

1.0 ARTISTIC PERCEPTION  

Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to 

Music, Students read, notate, listen to, analyze, and describe music and other aural information, using the 

terminology of music.  

 

Read and Notate Music 

 1.1 Read an instrumental or vocal score of up to four staves and explain how the elements of music 

are used.  

 1.2 Transcribe simple songs when presented aurally into melodic and rhythmic notation (level of 

difficulty: 1 on a scale of 1-6). 

 1.3 Sight-read music accurately and expressively (level of difficulty: 3 on a scale of 1-6). 

Listen to, Analyze, and Describe Music  

 1.4 Analyze and describe the use of musical elements and expressive devices (e.g., articulation, 

dynamic markings) in aural examples in a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres, 

styles, and cultures. 

 1.5 Identify and explain a variety of compositional devices and techniques used to provide unity, 

variety, tension, and release in aural examples. 

 1.6 Analyze the use of form in a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres, styles, and 

cultures. 

 

2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION 

Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music  

Students apply vocal and instrumental musical skills in performing a varied repertoire of music. They 

compose and arrange music and improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments, using 

digital/electronic technology when appropriate.  

Apply Vocal and Instrumental Skills  

 2.1 Sing a repertoire of vocal literature representing various genres, styles, and cultures with 

expression, technical accuracy, tone quality, vowel shape, and articulation written and 

memorized, by oneself and in ensembles (level of difficulty: 4 on a scale of 1-6). 

 2.2 Sing music written in three or four parts with and without accompaniment. 

 2.3 Sing in small ensembles, with one performer for each part. 

 2.4 Perform on an instrument a repertoire of instrumental literature representing various genres, 

styles, and cultures with expression, technical accuracy, tone quality, and articulation, by oneself 

and in ensembles (level of difficulty: 4 on a scale of 1-6).  

 2.5 Perform on an instrument in small ensembles, with one performer for each part. 

Compose, Arrange, and Improvise 

 2.6 Compose music, using musical elements for expressive effect. 

 2.7 Compose and arrange music for voices or various acoustic or digital/electronic instruments, 

using appropriate ranges for traditional sources of sound. 

 2.8 Arrange pieces for voices and instruments other than those for which the pieces were originally 

written. 

 2.9 Improvise harmonizing parts, using an appropriate style. 

 2.10 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions. 

 

3.0 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT 

Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music  

Students analyze the role of music in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting cultural 

diversity as it relates to music, musicians, and composers.  

Role of Music 

 3.1 Identify the sources of musical genres of the United States, trace the evolution of those genres, 

and cite well-known musicians associated with them. 
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 3.2 Explain the various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who have 

functioned in each role, and explain their activities and achievements. 

Diversity of Music 

 3.3 Describe the differences between styles in traditional folk genres within the United States.  

 3.4 Perform music from various cultures and time periods.  

 3.5 Classify, by genre or style and historical period or culture, unfamiliar but representative aural 

examples of music and explain the reasoning for the classification. 

 

4.0 AESTHETIC VALUING 

Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works of Music  

Students critically assess and derive meaning from works of music and the performance of musicians 

according to the elements of music, aesthetic qualities, and human responses.  

Analyze and Critically Assess  

 4.1 Develop specific criteria for making informed critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations and apply those 

criteria in personal participation in music. 

 4.2 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing each with 

an exemplary model. 

Derive Meaning 

 4.3 Explain how people in a particular culture use and respond to specific musical works from that 

culture. 

 4.4 Describe the means used to create images or evoke feelings and emotions in musical works 

from various cultures. 

 

5.0 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS 

Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in Music to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and 

to Careers  

Students apply what they learn in music across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative 

skills in problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that contribute to 

lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to music.  

Connections and Applications 

 5.1 Explain how elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles are used in similar and 

distinctive ways in the various arts. 

 5.2 Analyze the role and function of music in radio, television, and advertising. 

Careers and Career-Related Skills 

 5.3 Research musical careers in radio, television, and advertising. 


